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As the capital Kigali hums with new energy, a stunning lodge




o, finally we are there. We'd been woken at Earth series, was “ane of the most exciting encounters

6am, sigried in at the allotted meeting point, of my life”. He went further: “There is more meaning
yomped up through potato fields and along and mutual understanding in exchanging a glance
avenues of eucalyptus trees, and then gingerly  with a gorilla than any other animal [ know.” It is
edged our way up through the dense tangles what everybody in our group seems to feel. Our guide
of greenery and bambioo that make up the tells us about a devoutly Christian Texan - a believer
Virungas equatorial forest in Rwanda; and there — in creationist theory — who found that “for the first
suddenly — lurching around in the verdant time in his life his beliefs were shaken
bush is some 4601b worth of silverback From top: Bisate Lodgein  and he could see evidence of evolution
mountain gorilla. It's what we'd come for, the lush Virungas forest in front of his eyes”, It is the sort of
what the rangers had carefully tracked down  of Rwanda. an aipha- moment that everybody will remember
for us; and yet still nothing prepares you for  malesilverback Muhoza for the rest of their lives.
this moment when you look deep into the gorilia and his 12-strong The silverback ( pictured right) we've come
eyes of a wild primate that shares something  group. Lucla van der Post upon is the alpha male of the 12-strong
like 98 per cent of your DNA. If there is a meets one of the group Muhoza group; he “owns” all the females and
more intimate wildlife moment is the only one allowed 1o mate

than standing less than a foot away

with them (“though sometimes.”
from a family of mountain gorillas

says conservationist Bernice

at play, I have yet to experience it,
The great David Attenborough
thought his meeting with a
Rwandan mountain gorilla family,
as recounted in his 1978 Life on
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Iwacu, “the other males cheat with
them, but if they get caught, they
get punished”). Sometirnes, ton,
some of the other males get fed

up with not being allowed 1o
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50 1y 300 people worked on the site every day, carrying
every brick, stone and piece of wood; and abowt 50 local
people have been offered permanent jobs at the Ut|L,1

15 Bisate's arrival her

it is perhaps as exciti
that Wilderness is pl: ||.r|.r|L|-.«p|n n a tented ¢

ion having Iuc'mlv_.'hc-un reintroduced
n late 2017 One & Only

the hig
to it). Given that

is due to open a top-end lodge here in the From top: guestscanvisitthe  wanted to visit them at least twice, it is
Nyungwe Forest National 1‘1r|- to the gorillas for an hour daily. The well worth considering. And from Bisate
southwest — where there are chimpanzees Lodge looks out to Mount Lodge itself there are other things o do -

to be seen, along with 13 other pri Bisoke, a volcano straddling nature trails to follow, social centres to
species, including colabus monke Rwanda and the Democratic visit, hikes up to the grave of Dian Fossey
the rare L'Hoest's monkey — there will soon Republic of Congo (of Gorillas in the Mist fame).

be a rather thrilling circuit for wildlife And then there is Kigali itself - an

ngly well-kept and verdant town (plastic b
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wyihura, joint founder of Thousand Hills, who looked that the cleaning gets done but also that th

1 a
after us on our journey. It's best, if you can, to do the healthy incentive not to trash it in the first place)
falling in love before you arrive and arrange to stay The memor y the terrifying 1994 genocide, when
long & is so much more to Rwanda than its 800,000 people, mostly Tut
primates, t that anv tourist who stays on davs. is movingly done. And 1
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pe iple one ts, it provides both context and empathy.
Some 80 per cent of Rwandan children ex
a death in the family in 1994; most of
||r|||1|.u_1i|1.|M\' horrors. "Our greatest problem,” writes
one of the witnesses quoted at the memorial, “was

the brokenness of our hearts”. Of the three Rwandans

y looked after us the most, all had had to spend vast
numbers of years abroad for fear of being murdered: but
all returned and are thrilled to be back - helping to
make the new Rwanda a thrivir
extraordinarily inspiring countr
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